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SUBJECT: PROPOSED CONSUMER ACADEMY IN WEST BERLIN 

REFERENCES: A) BONN 16824, B) BONN 17299 

1. SUMMARY. DEPARTMENT HAS REVIEWED FRG PROPOSAL TO 
LOCATE CONSUMER ACADEMY IN WEST BERLIN (REFTELS) AND IS 
PREPARED IN PRINCIPLE TO SUPPORT FRG PLANS. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. BASED ON INFORMATION SUPPLIED REFTELS, WE ARE PREPARED 
TO SUPPORT FRG PLANS TO LOCATE PROPOSED CONSUMER ACADEMY 
IN BERLIN. WE NOTE THAT ACADEMY WOULD BE LEGALLY REGIS- 
TERED PRIVATE ORGANIZATION WHICH COULD BE ATTACHED TO 
CONSUMER AGENCY ALREADY IN OPERATION IN CITY, THAT NO 
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THAT IT WOULD NOT EXERCISE ANY KIND OF STATE AUTHORITY 
IN OR OVER BERLIN. IN OUR VIEW, ACADEMY THUS WOULD IN 
NO WAY CONTRAVENE TERMS OF QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT OR 
ALLIED AMBASSADOR'S LETTER TO CHANCELLOR OF SEPTEMBER 3, 

1971 WHICH WAS ACKNOWLEDGED BY SOVIET AMBASSADOR ABB ASIMOV 
PRIOR TO SIGNING OF AGREEMENT. 

3. WE FIND LOCATION OF CONSUMER ACADEMY IN BERLIN WHERE 
IT CAN DRAW UPON EXPERTISE OF ALREADY EXISTING TECHNICAL 
AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS TO BE LOGICAL. MOREOVER, 

THIS IS CLEARLY AREA IN WHICH TIES BETWEEN WEST BERLIN 

AND FRG ALREADY ARE CLOSELY ESTABLISHED AND CONSUMER 
ACADEMY THUS WOULD NOT ADD ANY SUBSTANTIAL NEW ELEMENT 
TO BERLIN PICTURE. APPROVAL OF THIS PROJBECT IN OUR 
VIEW IS THUS BOTH LEGALLY AND POLITICALLY ACCEPTABLE 
WAY FOR ALLIES TO MEET THEIR COMMITMENT FOR MAINTAIN- 
ING AND DEVELOPING TIES BETWEEN FRG AND BERLIN. 

4. WHILE WE WOULD HAVE TO BE PREPARED FOR SOME SOVIET 
AND GDR REACTION TO SETTING UP OF ACADEMY IN BERLIN. 

WE WOULD HOPE THAT THIS WOULD BE MINIMIZED BY RESTRAINED 
AND CIRCUMSPECT FRG AND BERLIN OFFICIAL HANDLING OF 
PUBLIC ASPECTS OF SETTING UP ACADEMY. IN PARTICULAR, 

EMBASSY SHOULD STRESS IN BONN GROUP IMPORTANCE OF AVOID- 
ING GIVING THIS ACTION ASPECT OF DEMONSTRATIVE POLITI- 
CAL ACT. WE WOULD ALSO EXPECT THAT FRG WOULD KEEP 
ALLIES CLOSELY ADVISED OF PLANNING FOR THIS OFFICE. 

KISSINGER 
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